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LIVE CATTLE TRADE 

Petition 

HON LYNN MacLAREN (South Metropolitan) [3.01 pm]: I present a petition containing 18 signatures, 
couched in the following terms — 

To the Honourable President and Members of the Legislative Council of Western Australia in 
Parliament assembled. 

The undersigned residents of Western Australia are concerned at the continuation of the live cattle trade 
for the following reasons:  

(i) Of the up to 800,000 cattle exported annually from Western Australian ports, many can spend 
up to 5 weeks in transit and endure considerable suffering during shipment.  

(ii) Independent investigations have revealed that the cattle exported from Western Australia are 
slaughtered in an exceptionally cruel manner which would be illegal in Australia.  

(iii) Although Western Australia has been exporting cattle for over 30 years, it has been unable to 
exert sufficient influence in importing countries so that cattle are slaughtered humanely.  

(iv) Western Australia condones animal cruelty while it allows this trade to continue.  

Your petitioners request that the Legislative Council will investigate this trade with a view to 
recommending a timeframe within which it can be permanently discontinued. The State Government’s 
establishment of timeframe to discontinue the export of cattle from Western Australia, gives farmers, 
the meat processing industry and shippers a fair opportunity to develop strategies to transition into 
packaged meat exports.  

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.  

[See paper 5034.] 

The PRESIDENT: I have a copy of the cover sheet of that petition and, in light of the rejection of leave to table 
two nonconforming petitions last week and some concern about the format of petitions, I note that on this 
particular petition many signatories just contained reference to a postcode or in some cases an email address. I 
have instructed the Clerk, in future, to strike out any signatories that appear on petitions in that form, because as 
members will understand there is no real way of confirming the identity of those people on petitions. Our house 
already does a lot more than many other houses of Parliament in Australia in at least taking a petition on board 
and referring it to a committee, which conducts an investigation of that petition to some degree.  

Point of Order 

Hon LYNN MacLAREN: The petition that I tabled contained 13 signatures that did have addresses for those 
signatures. The original petition contained 586 signatures where only emails were given, so I would think that 
the 13 signatures are valid.  

The PRESIDENT: I understand that, and I accept that 13 signatures are valid.  
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